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UNCLAS STATE 029294 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS:PFOR 

SUBJECT: ARTICLE FROM THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE 
BY JONATHAN POWER 

FOLLOWING IS AN ARTICLE ENTITLED "HARD QUESTIONS AND SOME 
ANSWERS AT MALTA TALKS" WHICH APPEARED IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
HERALD TRIBUNE, FEBRUARY 2, 1978: 

RABAT, MALTA - IAN SMITH, THE WHITE LEADER OF RHODESIA, IN 
HIS TALKS IN SALISBURY WITH BISHOP MUZOREWA, REV. SITHOLE 
AND CHIEF CHIRAU, HAS ACCEPTED THE RIGHT OF THE MAJORITY 
BLACK POPULATION TO FORM A GOVERNMENT. HE HAS GIVEN AWAY 
THE RIGHT TO BE PRIME MINISTER. HE HAS GIVEN AWAY THE 
RIGHT OF THE WHITES TO CONTROL THE CONSTITUTION IN 1988. 

HOW IN FAIRNESS COULD ONE ASK FOR MORE? DOESN'T THE IDEA 
OF A TRANSITION TO BLACK RULE WHICH THE RESIDENT WHITES 
AND BLACKS THEMSELVES FREELY DETERMINE APPEAR MORE SENSIBLE 
THAN ATTEMPTING TO LINE UP, AT A COMMON STARTING LINE, 
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ELEMENTS AS DISPARATE AS THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GUERRILLA 
ARMIES AND THE RHODESIAN ARMY'S GREY'S SCOUTS, NOT TO 
MENTION FIVE SETS OF FEUDING NATIONALIST LEADERS, THEIR 
SUPPORTERS IN THE COUNTRIES SURROUNDING, PLUS THE BRITISH, 
THE AMERICANS AND PERHAPS, TOO, THE SOUTH AFRICANS? 
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CONOR CRUISE O’BRIEN, IN AN OBSERVER ARTICLE ON IAN. 22, 

WENT EVEN FURTHER. HE ASKED HIMSELF, DRAWING ON HIS 
EXPERIENCE OF DEALING WITH THE IRA AS A MEMBER OF THE 
IRISH GOVERNMENT, WHAT HIS POSITION WOULD BE IF THERE WERE 
A FAIR ELECTION UNDER SMITH'S NEW ARRANGEMENTS AND THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT WENT ON FIGHTING AND KILLING. HE DECIDED 
HE WOULD THEN FEEL ABOUT THE FRONT AS HE DOES ABOUT THE 
IRA - TERRORISTS WHO SHOULD BE CRUSHED. ARTICLES LIKE 
THIS SUGGEST THAT IF THEY ARE NOT TOO CAREFUL, THE BRITISH 
AND U.S. NEGOTIATORS HERE, FOREIGN SECRETARY DAVID OWEN 
AND U.S. AMBASSADOR TO THE UN ANDREW YOUNG, MIGHT FIND 
THEMSELVES THE ISOLATED SUPPORTERS OF AN OUTLAWED 
GUERRILLA ARMY THAT WESTERN PUBLIC OPINION FEELS SHOULD BE 
RESISTED RIGHT DOWN THE LINE. 

INSTINCTS 

HOWEVER, THE O BRIEN ARTICLE RAISES MORE QUESTIONS THAN 
IT ANSWERS. HERE ARE A FEW. 

WHAT IS THE MOST LIKELY SCENARIO FOR A POST-SMITH-TYPE 
ELECTION IN RHODESIA? IT IS THIS: IN SALISBURY. AT THE 
HEAD OF A BLACK GOVERNMENT, WOULD SIT BISHOP MUZOREWA, A 
CHURCHMAN-POLITICIAN WHO HAS ONLY SURVIVED AS LONG AS HE 
HAS BECAUSE HIS SENSIBLE INSTINCTS SOMETIMES TRIUMPH OVER 
HIS POLITICAL INEPTITUDE. 
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MUZOREWA WOULD BE UNDER ATTACK FROM A MOUNTING GUERRILLA 
OFFENSIVE LED BY THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. HE WOULD NOT HAVE 
THE TIME TO PUT FORWARD RADICAL PLANS FOR LAND REDISTRI- 
BUTION OR FOR MASS EDUCATION FOR BLACKS. HE WOULD NOT 
HAVE THE TIME TO CHANGE THE WHITE-DOMINATED COMMAND 
STRUCTURE OF THE ARMY OR THE POLICE FORCE. MUZOREWA 
WOULD HAVE NO CHOICE IF HE WERE TO SURVIVE BUT TO WIN THE 
WAR. ALL HIS GOVERNMENT S SCARCE RESOURCES WOULD BE 
CONCENTRATED ON THAT PURPOSE. SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE AND 
MILITARY SUPPORT WOULD BE CAREFULLY NURTURED. 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THE BRITISH AND THE AMERICANS IN THIS 
SITUATION RECOGNIZED MUZOREWA'S GOVERNMENT? THE "FRONT 
LINE" PRESIDENTS OF TANZANIA, ZAMBIA, BOTSWANA AND 
MOZAMBIQUE WOULD CONCLUDE THAT THEIR LINGERING SUSPICIONS 
ABOUT THE WEST HAD BEEN PROVED RIGHT. FROM NOW ON THERE 
WOULD BE NO COOPERATION. THE WAR AGAINST RHODESIA AND 
SOUTH AFRICA WOULD BE WAGED WITHOUT RECOURSE TO 
WESTERN SENSITIVITIES. 
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ALBATROSS 

THE CUBANS ALREADY INSTALLED WITH THE PATRIOTIC FRONT 

FORCES, WOULD BE INVITED TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION. 
ETHIOPIA, AN ALBATROSS AROUND CUBA'S NECK, MIGHT EVEN BE 
CAST ASIDE TO ENABLE THEM TO CONTRIBUTE MORE EFFECTIV- 
ELY TO A WAR THAT COULD MORE EASILY BE SEEN AS JUST. 

IN SHORT, AS MR. YOUNG SAYS: "IT WOULD BE A HAPPY HUNTING 
GROUND FOR PEOPLE FROM OTHER IDEOLOGICAL PERSUASIONS 
WHO ARE SEEKING TO DO DEVILMENT. AND THEY COULD DO SO 
WITH A MINIMUM OF INVESTMENT." 

IN THIS SITUATION, IS THE WEST GOING TO SEND TROOPS OR 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 029294 

MILITARY AID TO MUZOREWA? IF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT "HAS 
BECOME MORALLY EQUIVALENT TO THAT OF IRA, BAADER-MEINHOF. 
ITALY'S AUTONOMI," THAT IS THE LOGICAL NEXT STEP IN 
THE O'BRIEN ARGUMENT. BUT ONLY TO MENTION IT REVEALS ITS 
WEAKNESS. FOR A SINGLE ROUND OF AMMUNITION SENT TO 
MUZOREWA WOULD BE INTERPRETED BY THE REST OF AFRICA AS 
A COMMITMENT AGAINST THEM. NO MATTER THAT MUZOREWA BUILT 
HIMSELF AN HONORABLE REPUTATION WHEN HE DEFEATED THE 
MISCHIEVOUS ATTEMPT BY BRITAIN IN 1972 TO IMPOSE AN 
INADEQUATE SETTLEMENT ON THE AFRICANS. 

NO MATTER THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF MOZAMBIQUE MAY 
HAVE TOLD MR. O BRIEN THAT HIS GOVERNMENT DOESN'T ALWAYS 
SEE EYE TO EYE WITH THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. 

NO MATTER THAT LEADERS LIKE NYERERE OF TANZANIA AND 
KAUNDA OF ZAMBIA FEAR CUBAN SOLDIERS. NONE OF 
THIS WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR BLACK AFRICA TO TURN A 
SOMERSAULT ON THE ISSUE THAT MOST EMOTIONALLY INFLAMES 
IT - THE END OF WHITE DOMINATION OF AFRICA BY DIRECT 
OR INDIRECT MEANS. THE SOUTH AFRICAN LINK WITH MUZO- 
REWA WOULD BE TOO STRONG FOR ANY COMPROMISE TO BE 
POSSIBLE. 

DOES ALL THIS MEAN THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT HAS HAD THE 
BRITISH AND THE AMERICANS BY THE TAIL IN MALTA? NO, IT 
DOES NOT AND THE TALKS DO NOT SUGGEST IT. 

BRITISH ROLE 

THE BRITISH STILL HAVE THE LEGAL AUTHORITY TO DECIDE WHO 
SHOULD BE INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AS RULERS OF ZIM- 
BABWE, AND THEY WILL NOT EASILY PART WITH IT. BESIDES, 
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IF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT ACCEPTS THE BRITISH-U.S. PLAN 
RATHER THAN INSISTING ON A FIGHT TO THE FINISH, THEY 

WOULD AVOID TWO THINGS NOT IN THEIR INTEREST. FIRST, 

THE ECONOMIC RUIN OF RHODESIA, THE SECOND MOST PROS- 
PEROUS NATION IN AFRICA. SECOND, A SITUATION OF POLITICAL 
PRECARIOUSNESS THAT COULD WELL THREATEN THE STABILITY OF 
THE REGIMES OF THE FRONT S MOST IMPORTANT BACKERS - 
NYERERE IN TANZANIA AND KAUNDA IN ZAMBIA. 

TH ESSURE HAS BEEN ON HERE FOR THE PATRIOTIC FRONT TO 
COMPROMISE - AND THIS THEY SEEM TO HAVE DONE IN GENEROUS 
MEASURE. TALK BY THE LEADERS OF WESTERN PUBLIC OPINION 
ABOUT RECOGNIZING A SMITH-FORMULATED INTERNAL SETTLEMENT 
DIMINISHES THAT PROSPECT, NOT ENHANCES IT. 
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UNCLAS STATE 029294 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS:PFOR 

SUBJECT: ARTICLE FROM THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE 
BY JONATHAN POWER 

FOLLOWING IS AN ARTICLE ENTITLED "HARD QUESTIONS AND SOME 
ANSWERS AT MALTA TALKS" WHICH APPEARED IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
HERALD TRIBUNE, FEBRUARY 2, 1978: 

RABAT, MALTA - IAN SMITH, THE WHITE LEADER OF RHODESIA, IN 
HIS TALKS IN SALISBURY WITH BISHOP MUZOREWA, REV. SITHOLE 
AND CHIEF CHIRAU, HAS ACCEPTED THE RIGHT OF THE MAJORITY 
BLACK POPULATION TO FORM A GOVERNMENT. HE HAS GIVEN AWAY 
THE RIGHT TO BE PRIME MINISTER. HE HAS GIVEN AWAY THE 
RIGHT OF THE WHITES TO CONTROL THE CONSTITUTION IN 1988. 

HOW IN FAIRNESS COULD ONE ASK FOR MORE? DOESN'T THE IDEA 
OF A TRANSITION TO BLACK RULE WHICH THE RESIDENT WHITES 
AND BLACKS THEMSELVES FREELY DETERMINE APPEAR MORE SENSIBLE 
THAN ATTEMPTING TO LINE UP, AT A COMMON STARTING LINE, 
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ELEMENTS AS DISPARATE AS THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GUERRILLA 
ARMIES AND THE RHODESIAN ARMY'S GREY'S SCOUTS, NOT TO 
MENTION FIVE SETS OF FEUDING NATIONALIST LEADERS, THEIR 
SUPPORTERS IN THE COUNTRIES SURROUNDING, PLUS THE BRITISH, 
THE AMERICANS AND PERHAPS, TOO, THE SOUTH AFRICANS? 

CONOR CRUISE O’BRIEN, IN AN OBSERVER ARTICLE ON JAN. 22, 

WENT EVEN FURTHER. HE ASKED HIMSELF, DRAWING ON HIS 
EXPERIENCE OF DEALING WITH THE IRA AS A MEMBER OF THE 
IRISH GOVERNMENT, WHAT HIS POSITION WOULD BE IF THERE WERE 
A FAIR ELECTION UNDER SMITH'S NEW ARRANGEMENTS AND THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT WENT ON FIGHTING AND KILLING. HE DECIDED 
HE WOULD THEN FEEL ABOUT THE FRONT AS HE DOES ABOUT THE 
IRA - TERRORISTS WHO SHOULD BE CRUSHED. ARTICLES LIKE 
THIS SUGGEST THAT IF THEY ARE NOT TOO CAREFUL, THE BRITISH 
AND U.S. NEGOTIATORS HERE, FOREIGN SECRETARY DAVID OWEN 
AND U.S. AMBASSADOR TO THE UN ANDREW YOUNG, MIGHT FIND 
THEMSELVES THE ISOLATED SUPPORTERS OF AN OUTLAWED 
GUERRILLA ARMY THAT WESTERN PUBLIC OPINION FEELS SHOULD BE 
RESISTED RIGHT DOWN THE LINE. 

INSTINCTS 

HOWEVER, THE O BRIEN ARTICLE RAISES MORE QUESTIONS THAN 
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IT ANSWERS. HERE ARE A FEW. 

WHAT IS THE MOST LIKELY SCENARIO FOR A POST-SMITH-TYPE 
ELECTION IN RHODESIA? IT IS THIS: IN SALISBURY. AT THE 
HEAD OF A BLACK GOVERNMENT, WOULD SIT BISHOP MUZOREWA, A 
CHURCHMAN-POLITICIAN WHO HAS ONLY SURVIVED AS LONG AS HE 
HAS BECAUSE HIS SENSIBLE INSTINCTS SOMETIMES TRIUMPH OVER 
HIS POLITICAL INEPTITUDE. 
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MUZOREWA WOULD BE UNDER ATTACK FROM A MOUNTING GUERRILLA 
OFFENSIVE LED BY THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. HE WOULD NOT HAVE 
THE TIME TO PUT FORWARD RADICAL PLANS FOR LAND REDISTRI- 
BUTION OR FOR MASS EDUCATION FOR BLACKS. HE WOULD NOT 
HAVE THE TIME TO CHANGE THE WHITE-DOMINATED COMMAND 
STRUCTURE OF THE ARMY OR THE POLICE FORCE. MUZOREWA 
WOULD HAVE NO CHOICE IF HE WERE TO SURVIVE BUT TO WIN THE 
WAR. ALL HIS GOVERNMENT'S SCARCE RESOURCES WOULD BE 
CONCENTRATED ON THAT PURPOSE. SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE AND 
MILITARY SUPPORT WOULD BE CAREFULLY NURTURED. 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THE BRITISH AND THE AMERICANS IN THIS 
SITUATION RECOGNIZED MUZOREWA'S GOVERNMENT? THE "FRONT 
LINE” PRESIDENTS OF TANZANIA, ZAMBIA, BOTSWANA AND 
MOZAMBIQUE WOULD CONCLUDE THAT THEIR LINGERING SUSPICIONS 
ABOUT THE WEST HAD BEEN PROVED RIGHT. FROM NOW ON THERE 
WOULD BE NO COOPERATION. THE WAR AGAINST RHODESIA AND 
SOUTH AFRICA WOULD BE WAGED WITHOUT RECOURSE TO 
WESTERN SENSITIVITIES. 

ALBATROSS 

THE CUBANS ALREADY INSTALLED WITH THE PATRIOTIC FRONT 

FORCES, WOULD BE INVITED TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION. 
ETHIOPIA, AN ALBATROSS AROUND CUBA'S NECK, MIGHT EVEN BE 
CAST ASIDE TO ENABLE THEM TO CONTRIBUTE MORE EFFECTIV- 
ELY TO A WAR THAT COULD MORE EASILY BE SEEN AS JUST. 

IN SHORT, AS MR. YOUNG SAYS: "IT WOULD BE A HAPPY HUNTING 
GROUND FOR PEOPLE FROM OTHER IDEOLOGICAL PERSUASIONS 
WHO ARE SEEKING TO DO DEVILMENT. AND THEY COULD DO SO 
WITH A MINIMUM OF INVESTMENT." 

IN THIS SITUATION, IS THE WEST GOING TO SEND TROOPS OR 
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MILITARY AID TO MUZOREWA? IF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT "HAS 
BECOME MORALLY EQUIVALENT TO THAT OF IRA, BAADER-MEINHOF. 
ITALY’S AUTONOMI," THAT IS THE LOGICAL NEXT STEP IN 
THE O'BRIEN ARGUMENT. BUT ONLY TO MENTION IT REVEALS ITS 
WEAKNESS. FOR A SINGLE ROUND OF AMMUNITION SENT TO 
MUZOREWA WOULD BE INTERPRETED BY THE REST OF AFRICA AS 
A COMMITMENT AGAINST THEM. NO MATTER THAT MUZOREWA BUILT 
HIMSELF AN HONORABLE REPUTATION WHEN HE DEFEATED THE 
MISCHIEVOUS ATTEMPT BY BRITAIN IN 1972 TO IMPOSE AN 
INADEQUATE SETTLEMENT ON THE AFRICANS. 

NO MATTER THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF MOZAMBIQUE MAY 
HAVE TOLD MR. O BRIEN THAT HIS GOVERNMENT DOESN'T ALWAYS 
SEE EYE TO EYE WITH THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. 

NO MATTER THAT LEADERS LIKE NYERERE OF TANZANIA AND 
KAUNDA OF ZAMBIA FEAR CUBAN SOLDIERS. NONE OF 
THIS WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR BLACK AFRICA TO TURN A 
SOMERSAULT ON THE ISSUE THAT MOST EMOTIONALLY INFLAMES 
IT - THE END OF WHITE DOMINATION OF AFRICA BY DIRECT 
OR INDIRECT MEANS. THE SOUTH AFRICAN LINK WITH MUZO- 
REWA WOULD BE TOO STRONG FOR ANY COMPROMISE TO BE 
POSSIBLE. 

DOES ALL THIS MEAN THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT HAS HAD THE 
BRITISH AND THE AMERICANS BY THE TAIL IN MALTA? NO, IT 
DOES NOT AND THE TALKS DO NOT SUGGEST IT. 

BRITISH ROLE 

THE BRITISH STILL HAVE THE LEGAL AUTHORITY TO DECIDE WHO 
SHOULD BE INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AS RULERS OF ZIM- 
BABWE, AND THEY WILL NOT EASILY PART WITH IT. BESIDES, 
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IF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT ACCEPTS THE BRITISH-U.S. PLAN 
RATHER THAN INSISTING ON A FIGHT TO THE FINISH, THEY 

WOULD AVOID TWO THINGS NOT IN THEIR INTEREST. FIRST. 

THE ECONOMIC RUIN OF RHODESIA, THE SECOND MOST PROS- 
PEROUS NATION IN AFRICA. SECOND, A SITUATION OF POLITICAL 
PRECARIOUSNESS THAT COULD WELL THREATEN THE STABILITY OF 
THE REGIMES OF THE FRONT'S MOST IMPORTANT BACKERS - 
NYERERE IN TANZANIA AND KAUNDA IN ZAMBIA. 

TH ESSURE HAS BEEN ON HERE FOR THE PATRIOTIC FRONT TO 
COMPROMISE - AND THIS THEY SEEM TO HAVE DONE IN GENEROUS 
MEASURE. TALK BY THE LEADERS OF WESTERN PUBLIC OPINION 
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ABOUT RECOGNIZING A SMITH-FORMULATED INTERNAL SETTLEMENT 
DIMINISHES THAT PROSPECT, NOT ENHANCES IT. 
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